MEN OF POWER
shop to the home of Mr. Read, father of Deborah,
whom he soon begins to court.
Shortly an incident occurs which adds an important
contribution to his mounting fund of experience.   Robert
Holmes, his brother-in-law and master of a ship that
plies between Boston and Delaware, happening to be in
the neighborhood of Philadelphia, learns that Benjamin
is now working there.   He writes him a letter urging
him to come back to Boston where his father and all
the Franklins are anxious about him, having had no
word from him in all these months.    To that kindly
letter Benjamin replies at some length,  relating his
reasons for leaving Boston. His letter is so persuasively
written  and  so   felicitously  expressed  that   Holmes
shows it to Sir William Keith, governor of the Province
of Pennsylvania,    Now Sir William is an expansive
individual much given to promises, like many another
politician before his time and since.    He is so taken
with Benjamin's letter and his evident power of putting
words together effectively that he wants to see the
young man.   Philadelphia needs a really good printer;
if this youngster is encouraged, he may some day be
running a newspaper, and newspapers are desirable
allies for governors.   So he arranges a meeting with
Benjamin, holds before him a bright prospect of own-
ing his own shop, and writes a letter to Josiah Franklin,
urging him to advance five hundred dollars capital to
his son for the enterprise.
Benjamin goes back to Boston with the letter.   His
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